EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Eye & Dunsden Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17th May 2016 at Dunsden Village Hall at 7.45pm.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
01/16   
Present:  Cllr D Woodward, Cllr Barry Luther, Cllr Richard Berkley, Cllr David Bartholomew (OCC), Cllr Paul Harrison and Mrs Beth Timms
02/16  
Apologies for absence Cllr S Granshaw and Cllr Ian Pringle
03/16  
Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman Barry Luther proposed that David Woodward was re-elected as Chairman. This was seconded by Richard Berkley. David Woodward proposed that Richard Berkley acted as Vice Chairman.  This was seconded by Barry Luther.  All agreed.
04/16  
Declarations of interest None
05/16 
Minutes of the last meetings 

a) The minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting of the Parish Council were tabled as they had been ratified in June 2015. 

b) Barry Luther proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on Friday April 19th 2015 be adopted.  This was seconded by Richard Berkley. 
06/16  
Matters arising from the minutes


076.02/16 Area by Playhatch Bus stop: The clerk has accepted the quotation and the work should begin shortly. 
079/16 The website: The Chairman will set this up for the essential paperwork and more parish information will follow later in the year. (Chairman to action) 
 080/16 The Queen’s Birthday:  An invitation to all Eye and Dunsden residents to attend the BHPC celebration will be placed on the parish boards. (Clerk to action)

07/16  
County Councillor's report
 Cllr David Bartholomew reported that a) two separate bodies are now being consulted about the possible changes to local government structure. They will report in the summer and public consultation will follow. The Secretary of State will rule on the reports in the autumn b) Contracts with Oxfordshire Children’s Centres are to remain in place until 2017 while a new model is sought c) since the launch of Oxfordshire Together in September about 140 town and parish council s have expressed an interest in taking on some of the Highway services that in future will not be carried out by OCC or only to the minimum required standard. Cllr Bartholomew pointed out that smaller PC’s needed to cluster together in order to take on some of the services. He suggested looking at the Oxfordshire Together link: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiretogether d) the average time for a child to be processed between entering care and adoption was less than 16 months,  sixth best in the country e) all taxi drivers and passenger assistants transporting children or vulnerable adults under OCC contracts are now required to  undertake safeguarding training f) the latest information from the Strategic Intelligence Assessment(SIA) shows that crime and disorder in Oxfordshire is lower by 33% over the last 8 years g) Cllr Bartholomew hopes to be present at the next ‘Bridge Summit Meeting’ in June h) some landowners and developers have advocated sites just outside Reading’s boundary in Caversham and Emmer Green in South Oxfordshire District as potential locations to help meet Reading’s housing needs. The link to this is: http://www.reading.gov.uk/media/5048/Item10/pdf/Item10.pdf
Cllr Bartholomew was asked if there was an update on the possibility of raising the Playhatch Road. He will look at this.
08/16  
District Councillor's report Cllr Paul Harrison reported that a) according to DEFRA, SODC is the best in the country for its recycling rate b) 33of the 36 seats were won by the Conservatives in the May District council elections c) back office functions are now being shared with four other districts. Contracts with Capita and Vinci are set to save £8 million over 9 years d) as a result of the shared back office functions the number of strategic directors will be reduced e) David Buckle, the chief executive, is to retire later this year. David Hill has been appointed as the new Chief Executive f) it has been decided not to return to the site of the fire in Crowmarsh but seek a new location g) the four district and Oxford City Council have announced their bid for three unity councils. Consultants will report to council in July h) an increase in the housing numbers has been made in order to fit in with the numbers required by the inspectorate. SODC are also in the process of starting compulsory orders against some of the developers who have land banked large areas of the district for multiple years without any sign of building i) The Henley & Harpsden Neighbourhood plan is now adopted into the District Plan. The Sonning Common Neighbourhood Plan is to go to referendum in early June j) he is now Chairman of the District Council for the next year.
09/16   
Public Question Time Mrs Beth Timms attended following an invitation to talk about the Village Hall improvements.
010/16
Village Hall Mrs Timms informed the PC that a detailed structural survey had been undertaken and a viability consultation taken place in order to ensure that the desired improvements to the hall were actually possible. Apart from the updating of the kitchen, improved storage and overall decoration, the two parts of the hall need to be joined internally and the main hall widened by the addition of a garden room in order to be more attractive to hirers. The grant application had been submitted to SODC and other requests for funding had been requested including £5000 from the Parish Council. This was not in the EDPC budget for this financial year so will be discussed when next year’s budget is put before the councillors in November. The Councillors can see the benefits of the improvements and will consider whether a specific precept allocation can be justified.
011/16
Financial Situation


011.01/16 The financial situation had been previously circulated. The May accounts were presented for payment. Cheques to the value of £770.98 were agreed. Barry Luther proposed the accounts be paid. This was seconded by Richard Berkley. All agreed. (Clerk to action)



011.02/16 The accounts have been certified as correct by the internal auditor. External audit: The Annual Governance Statement 2016 was read and approved by the Parish Council. The Audit Commission Accounting Statements 2016 were presented to the Parish Council. These were read and approved. Paperwork will now be submitted to the external auditor. (Clerk to Action) 

012/16   Planning Matters


New Applications

P16/S1174/HH Erection of a single storey oak framed garden room replacing existing garden room. The Barn House Sonning Eye RG4 6TN A working party recommended this application for approval. Decision ratified.

P16/S1359/HH Further extension to kitchen to change from shallow pitched roof over lounge extension to flat roof with glazed lantern light together with changes to windows and roof lights that were approved within P14/S1683/HH 2 Spring cottages Tagg Lane Dunsden RG4 9PN.  This application was discussed and the application will be recommended for approval. (Clerk to action)
Applications Granted 
013/16   Highways, Footpaths and Open Spaces 


013.01/16 The Furleigh Bank Path is still in need of re-tarmacing. The Clerk has made enquiries about this last year and was asked to chase the request. (Clerk to action)


013.02/16 The French Horn has replaced the lamp post on the Furleigh Bank.


013.03/16 Thames Water has discovered a leak from the mains that has flooded the permissive path along the Playhatch Road. There will be some one way traffic working while this repair is undertaken near the Playhatch roundabout.
014/16   Allotments The clerk reported that all rents were now paid and that the 2016 rents will be requested. (Clerk to action)

015/16   Minerals Richard Berkley had attended the recent regular liaison meeting with Tarmac and had spoken to the Estates Manager regarding the future public use of land near the marina/rowing course after restoration. He said that he would look at this once extraction had started. 
016/16
War memorial The clerk is now awaiting further quotations before contacting the War Memorial Trust again. (Clerk to action)

017/16    Matters for future consideration Website
















The meeting closed at 9.50pm
Date of next meeting: Tuesday June 21st 2016
