
EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7.45pm, Tuesday 7th November 2017 at Dunsden Village Hall
Present Cllrs David Woodward, Richard Berkley, Barry Luther, Sara Granshaw and Ian Pringle.
122/17 Apologies for absence None
123/17 Declarations of interest David Woodward declared a conflict of interest as Chairman of both the Village Hall Management Committee and the Parish Council.
124/17 Public Question Time/Correspondence

124.01/17 Due to the proximity of the road to the house the residents of Botany Bay have requested that the section of road that has been repaired and widened be restricted to 30mph. The Parish Council discussed this and is in principle supportive but the cost would fall to the Parish Council and this would need to be evaluated.


124.02/17 It was noted that the road closure had not caused as many problems as expected. The benefit of the temporary footpath between the Flowing Spring and Playhatch was discussed and appreciated. It would be helpful if its use could be continued linking the Flowing Spring and Playhatch.
125/17 Eye & Dunsden Village Hall renovations

SODC Grant Agreement & Legal Charge.  The paperwork to be signed was not ready until today and so discussion of this had to take place at the meeting. The PC noted that SODC requires the PC to sign both the Grant Agreement and the Legal Charge before the grant of £191,000 will be paid, in order that SODC can enforce repayment of the grant (out of the proceeds of sale of the village hall) in certain specified circumstances within a 10 year period; for example, if the work on the Village Hall is not carried out in accordance with the agreed specifications/plans. 

Drafts of both documents provided by SODC were read and discussed by the Councillors. The Councillors suggested a number of amendments to the Grant Agreement which are to be forwarded to the solicitor advising the Village Hall Committee and to SODC.  


The PC also discussed the need for the Village Hall Committee to:


a) undertake to inform the PC immediately of any breach of/non-compliance with  the terms of the agreement;


b) provide to the PC copies of any communications with and returns to SODC relating to the grant agreement; 


c) undertake to review the Village Hall Insurance  on completion of the renovations, inform the PC  of the reinstatement value and ensure that the Village Hall is adequately insured at all times; and
d) keep the PC fully informed throughout the process about the progress of the work to the Village Hall.


Chairman David Woodward left the room. 
The remaining Parish Councillors, having noted the written legal advice provided to the Village Hall Committee, resolved that the PC would enter into the Grant Agreement and sign the Legal Charge subject to: 


1. The Village Hall Committee agreeing to the undertakings (a)-(d) above; and 
2. The amendments discussed at this meeting (or such other amendments that the PC may agree prior to the Grant Agreement being signed) being made to/incorporated into the Grant Agreement.
This resolution was proposed by Barry Luther and seconded by Ian Pringle. All agreed. The PC further agreed that, in the event that (1) and (2) are satisfied, the Vice Chairman is authorised to  sign the Legal Charge and Grant Agreement and a second Parish Councillor may sign as a witness if the solicitor for the Village Hall Committee advises that they can sign in this capacity. 
Chairman David Woodward returned to the meeting.

126/17 Local Plan Response to this is due at the end of the month. Richard Berkley will look at the relevant sections and consult with the other Councillors if necessary.
127/17 Matters for future consideration: BT kiosk, precept, questionnaire, Gladman appeal
The meeting closed at 10.00pm.



Date of next meeting: December 5th 2017


