
EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7.45pm, Tuesday 5th December 2017 at Dunsden Village Hall
Present Cllrs David Woodward, Richard Berkley, Barry Luther, Ian Pringle, David Bartholomew (OCC) 
128/17 Apologies for absence Cllr Sara Granshaw and Paul Harrison (SODC)
129/17 Declarations of interest None
130/17 Minutes of the last meeting The minutes from Tuesday 17th October 2017 and 7th November were adopted. Adoption was proposed by Barry Luther and seconded by Ian Pringle.


131/17  Matters arising from the minutes 
125/17 Village Hall Restoration. The Chairman updated the PC on the restoration. It is 60% complete. However the grant from SODC has still not been released as the draft agreement needs to be agreed and signed. There are a few options such as extending credit, taking on a bridging loan or stopping the work. £115,000 is needed to reimburse the builder by the end of January. However, thanks to the loans from 3 individuals some of this outstanding payment will now be paid. Pressure is being put on SODC to expedite the process.

Ian Pringle asked about the Kindergarten which moved to Chiltern Edge while the restoration was carried out. This will not be returning but a new one could start.                                                                                                         
132/17 County Councillor's report Cllr Bartholomew reported that a) The Oxfordshire Growth Board comprises the six councils: Cherwell District Council, Oxford City Council, Oxfordshire County Council, South Oxfordshire District Council, Vale of White Horse District Council and West Oxfordshire District Council, together with the county’s Local Enterprise Partnership (OxLEP).The Board has reached an outline Housing and Growth Agreement with Government. £215 million pounds of investment will support councils to achieve 100,000 new homes across the county between 2011-2031, as identified through the 2014 Strategic Housing Market Assessment and Local Plans b) the bids to the Government’s Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF), to support the development of the Didcot Garden Town, and West Oxfordshire and North of Oxford Garden Villages, are still being considered by Government c) The National Infrastructure Commission (NIC) has published its report to Government on the Oxford-Cambridge arc. It advised on the need for long-term investment funding for new transport infrastructure to harness the region’s economic potential, to benefit local people and boost UK plc in a post-Brexit landscape d) OCC's Trading Standards is asking people to “Take a Stand Against Scams”. This month, National Trading Standards started offering free call blockers to any person living with dementia that is currently receiving scam or nuisance calls. More information can be found here: http://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/friends-against-scams-in-oxfordshire-would-you-like-to-become-a-scamchampion/. Applications for a free call blocker for people living with dementia can be made via www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/callblocker e) Against a background of increasing demand for care services, particularly from older people with complex problems and needing support, a major campaign to recruit more care staff was launched on 20 November. The campaign will show the real and positive difference care work makes to peoples’ lives f) a total of 89% of the 209 Oxfordshire providers are rated outstanding or good compared to the National average of 81% g) OCC’s Fire & Rescue Service are urging residents to test their smoke alarms regularly i) Foxhill Lane has been resurfaced at the resident’s expense. OCC could not contribute to this j) the work on the A4155 has been completed but some surface defects have become apparent. These are being monitored by OCC and will be put right at the contractor's expense
k) The Chair of Highmoor PC has convened a meeting on 18th January at Highmoor village hall in order that affected parishes can review the current situation. An OCC officer is to attend to answer technical questions l) the owners of 'Botany Bay' have been in contact requesting a reduction in the speed limit to 30mph in the vicinity of The Flowing Spring. I have advised them as follows:
1. The first step is to gain support of Eye & Dunsden Parish Council. This must be obtained at a formal meeting of the council, rather than via a simple email from the chairman.
2. If Eye & Dunsden Parish Council is supportive of the proposal; I will assist them in progressing the matter. 
3. It is unlikely Oxfordshire County Council would bear the costs of the change – these costs would in all likelihood fall to the Parish Council.                                                                                                                                                                               
133/17 
District Councillor’s Report Cllr Harrison sent a report stating that a) as the judicial reviews have been turned down, both Shiplake and SODC have requested an oral presentation that would determine whether the Thames Farm cases can progress to a judicial review. Otherwise the inspector’s decision stands b) Thames Barn was due to go to committee on 20th November c) Hasely Brook by-election  was won by Caroline Newton d) £150,000 has been allocated  for the swimming pool changing rooms at Henley Leisure Centre to be refurbished e) designs have been submitted for the Oxford to Cambridge expressway. The National Infrastructure Commission will make the final decision on the route  f) two new orders are being proposed to tackle anti-social behaviour in Thame and Henley g) a man has failed twice to comply with an enforcement notice as he has  turned a village pub into residential property without planning permission h) a full council meeting is to take place to discuss the new low emissions strategy and to update council on the progress of the new council offices at Crowmarsh i) plastic bags can be used instead of buying special bags for food waste j) applications for Councillor grants are due as they have to be processed by Dec 19th k) free parking in Henley will be on Tuesday afternoons from 5th December until Christmas.  
134/17 Public Question Time/Correspondence A report had been made to the Chairman that a sign at the end of Kiln Lane had been used for target practice and was damaged. This will be reported. (Clerk to Action)
135/17 Financial Position  
135.01/17 The financial situation had been previously circulated. 
135.02/17 The November accounts were presented for payment. Cheques to the value of £891.35 were agreed. Ian Pringle proposed the accounts be paid. This was seconded by Barry Luther.  All agreed. (Clerk to action) 
135.03/17 Budget and precept. The clerk had circulated the budget and notes to assist the Parish Council to decide on the precept amount. The precept for next year was discussed at length and possible future expenses highlighted. Reserves are at present insufficient to build up any reserves to implement improvements within the community and do not provide funds to support any traffic calming measures or/and professional advice to provide defence in respect of planning implications likely to increase rather than decrease. The Parish Council consider it imperative to have sufficient resources to meet such contingencies. In the light of the discussion, Richard Berkley suggested that the precept this year be increased to £18,000, an increase of £5,100. This was seconded by David Woodward.  All agreed. (Clerk to Action)
135.04/17 The Chairman has had to put in an inordinate amount of extra time to keep up with the demands on the Parish Council in the last few months. It was decided that a Chairman’s allowance should be paid. All agreed. (Clerk to Action) In addition, a new Parish Councillor Guide by Charles Arnold-Baker will be purchased. All agreed. (Clerk to Action)
136/17 Planning Matters
New Applications
P17/S3704/FUL Variation of condition 3-wall cladding on application ref P15/S1599/FUL Removal of existing building and replace with larger unit. Mill Farm Sonning Eye RG4 6TR A response to this has been made: The Parish Council expressed its concern over the fact that the new building was allowed to go ahead. It demonstrates a gross neglect of the District Council’s duty to protect the conservation area, with the addition that the roof is metal rather than the original wood in the application. (Clerk to Action)
P17/S3759/HH The proposal seeks permission for the erection of a basement cinema room under the previously approved double storey side extension P17/S2282/HH The proposal also includes alterations to previous planning permission (P17/S2282HH). The alterations include: 
1.Change window on front elevation to French doors.
2.Installation of two new windows at ground level on the side elevation. Old Well Cottage Dunsden Green Dunsden RG4 9QG A working party did not object to this application.
Applications Granted


None

Planning matters were discussed and it was decided that a retired planning officer would be asked to act as a consultant on occasions when the application is contentious.
137/17  Eye & Dunsden Village Hall The Clerk was asked to apply for a District Councillor grant to help to purchase some kitchen appliances for the new kitchen in the Village Hall. (Clerk to Action)
The Chairman had produced a further newsletter and advertised the future events at the village hall: 
‘Ninebarrow’ are playing on January 26th at 7.30pm tickets £12
Dame Judi Dench is to appear with Simon Williams at a special gala evening at the Mill at Sonning April 22nd Proceeds are all to go to the village Hall.
138/17 Applications for Grants & Donations The grants and donations that are regularly made by the Parish Council are to be made after the precept is decided. All agreed.  (Clerk to Action)
139/17 Allotments The Clerk reported that the last few rents were coming in. Only one of the tenants who had been asked to relinquish their plot had responded to their letters. (Clerk to Action)
140/17 CAGE/Gladman Outline Application Gladman are appealing against the Planning Committee decision to refuse the application. Further comments have to be submitted by Friday 8th December. The Chairman agreed to do this. The enquiry will be held in Sonning Common hall in early May. The Chairman raised the possibility of CAGE becoming a Rule 6 party. This gives the right to appoint someone to speak on one’s behalf and be cross-examined. EDPC has the option of electing to appoint a representative (usually a barrister) as a Rule 6 party to make representation as an alternative to the written submission. EDPC discussed the cost of this possibility. The estimated cost of appointing such an expert is likely to be in the region of £20,000 and the PC concluded that it did not have the resources to finance such a cost on its own. It was agreed that an approach would be made to the six PC’s affected to see if they would contribute to the estimated cost. Such contributions would need to be pro rata to size. In the event that sufficient contributions were not secured from the other parishes, EDPC took the decision that it would not appoint an official representative and thereby incur costs.
141/17 Highways Footpaths & Open Spaces 
141.01/17 The BT Kiosk on Dunsden Green was discussed and its renovation will be carried out over the next 6 months..
141.02/17 The Clerk has not had a response from the owners of the Coppa Club. The response from the enforcement team confirmed that the continued use of the car park after the planning application had been refused was in the hands of the legal team. The Clerk was asked to send a formal objection to the enforcement team and the head of the legal team as the enforcement notice is being blatantly ignored with no effort made to find an alternative site. (Clerk to Action)
142/17 Minerals The Caversham Quarry liaison meeting took place on Thursday 19th October. 
143/17 Local Plan This was briefly discussed.
144/17 Matters for future consideration Gladman development 
The meeting closed at 10.24pm.



Date of next meeting: January 16th 2018

