
EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting held on September 18th at 7.45pm, 2018 at Dunsden Village Hall
Present Cllrs David Woodward, Ian Pringle, Richard Berkley, Naomi Baylis and Clive Leeke. Cllrs David Bartholomew (OCC) Paul Harrison (SODC)
106/18 Apologies for absence None
107/18 Declarations of interest None
108/18 Minutes of the last meeting The minutes from the meeting on Tuesday 17th July 2018 were adopted. Adoption was proposed by Ian Pringle and seconded by Richard Berkley. 

109/18 Matters arising from the minutes 

074/18 Richard Berkley is awaiting contact from the OCC official he met in July to confirm the work to be carried out and obtain a quotation so that the PC can use a grant from David Bartholomew to solve the issue.

   110/18 County Councillor's report Cllr Bartholomew sent a report stating that a) OCC & Cherwell DC have approved a partnership between the two local authorities where arrangements from Oct 1st under a single chief executive (Yvonne Rees) will make joint working more effective b) help is available with ‘A’-level results from the Oxme website (01865 328460) and the National Careers Service (0800 100900)  Details of drop-in sessions are on the OCC website c) OCC is reviewing the costs and liabilities following the Carillion collapse so that a financial plan can be included in the council’s budget. Carillion provided services on behalf of OCC including maintenance of council buildings; property services, and building work. £10.6m was paid in December 2017 to Carillion to cover work already completed as part of the final settlement with the company, limiting any future financial liability. However, the costs of dealing with ongoing construction and property maintenance problems following the Carillion collapse have not yet been calculated but expected to be “very significant” d) There has been a 25% drop in people unnecessarily in hospital while awaiting discharge in the last year e) the council is championing healthy alternatives to the car, helping to reduce congestion and pollution on the county’s roads. The council has appointed a travel officer, using central government funding, to assess existing walking and cycling routes. Priority will be given to improvements and maintenance schemes designed to encourage active travel and reduce pollution. f) almost every primary school child in the county will now be able to get free cycle safety training after the award of an £84,500 Bikeability grant which will pay for an additional 2000 places. g) At E&DPC’s prompting, OCC has responded to the Caversham Flood reduction proposals consultation h) the enthusiasm of Berkshire councils for the third bridge is undimmed and, independent of Oxfordshire councils, they have commissioned further work to support the ‘business case’. Cllr Bartholomew is to be kept fully appraised on progress. Note that Reading Borough Council has asked that the ‘landing’ site for the bridge is safeguarded in the SODC Local Plan, but NOT a relief road i) Cllr Bartholomew has £500 available for Eye & Dunsden to match-fund Highways projects.
David Woodward asked if David Bartholomew could put the case for work on South Road in Sonning Eye to take place as it is in a poor state and has been put forward a number of times.
111/18     District Councillor’s Report Councillor Harrison reported that a) SODC now has a 5.4 year land supply b) Reading Borough Council have objected to the recent application for 39 houses on the current Reading Golf Course c) Highways England have opted for Corridor “B” for the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway as it connects the A34 to a ring road around Bicester and then through to join the A421 south of Bedford d) each individual district councillor is able to grant £5,000 to good causes in their community and will be looking to roughly grant £1,000 to worthy causes in each parish e) The Local Plan will soon be published, outlining how the district should develop until 2033, and including the Councillors’ choice of the 15 available major housing sites. Residents will have a chance to comment on its technical ‘soundness’ early next year. It will then be submitted for public examination by an independent planning inspector later in 2019 f) the 2017/18 CIL statement has just been published (Community Infrastructure Levy) . Total CIL receipts amounted to £2,190,161 of which £205,890 has been transferred to town and parish councils. The proposed CIL spending plan is currently out for consultation g)  a new NPPF was published 24 July, increasing the focus on high-quality design but maintaining the importance of housing delivery h) residents in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are urged to respond to a yellow letter which is the Household Enquiry form. Details must be confirmed i) demolition work has started at the former headquarters of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Council j) help is now available in South Oxfordshire for voluntary groups who have difficulties recruiting volunteers for financial reasons k) victims and witnesses of hate crime not comfortable talking to the police now have an alternative place to go to report incidents in confidence. Visit southoxon.gov.uk/hate crime l) an assessment is taking place assess whether AONBs can become National Park Authorities m) results of the 2018 Residents’ Surveys have now been published - you can view these on the South website at: http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/news/2018/2018-08/residents-satisfied-council’s-work-–-room-improvement  n) regarding Shiplake College’s application, local resident’s object to the conversion of agricultural land into playing field.  Cllr Harrison will speak to officers to gauge their views.  Richard Berkley asked about the other sites that have now been put forward in the Local Plan e.g. The field between Playhatch and Caversham Park Village. Cllr Harrison explained that this is one of 3 local sites that cannot be in the Local Plan as they did not qualify under Regulation 19 which requires initial public consultation for which there is not time and that will therefore not be included in the Plan. A developer could still make a speculative application.
   112/18 Public Question Time/Correspondence Local concern has been expressed about the dangerous situation still existing with pedestrians walking to and from Sonning Eye to the Great House where there is no footpath. The Clerk was asked to ascertain the position with regard to the Planning Enforcement. (Clerk to action)
113/18 Financial Position   
113.01/18 The financial situation had been previously circulated. 
113.02/18 The September accounts were presented for payment. Cheques to the value of £6,540.74 were agreed. Ian Pringle proposed the accounts be paid. Seconded by Richard Berkley. All agreed.  (Clerk to action)
113.03/18 The Clerk had obtained forms from Lloyds Bank to add the two new Councillors as signatories and remove those that have resigned.  In addition, the PC agreed to make direct payments from the account. The Clerk will arrange bill payments and these will be confirmed by two signatories before payments are actually made.  All forms were completed and will be sent to the Bank. (Clerk to action)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
114/18 Planning Matters  
New Applications None

Applications Granted 

P18/S0018/RM (Reserved Matters) Amendment no 1 – dated 12th April 2018 Reserved Matters application following outline planning permission P16/S3399/O for the approval of layout, appearance, scale and landscaping of four dwellings incorporating detached double garage (additional site plan received 2nd February 2018 and layout, scale, appearance, scale and landscaping revised as shown on amended plans and drainage statement received 12th April 2018) Land to the south of Foxhill Close Playhatch. 
115/18 Eye & Dunsden Village Hall 
115.01/18 The final amount of the Village Hall Grant is still awaited as the Building Regulations have yet to be received. Loans can then be repaid.
115.02/18 There are a number of events coming up in October: 


Oct 9th   Dunsden Owen Association Talk: Tunnelling for Victory in WW1



Oct 11th  SODC GOActive team give a free Fitness Test for the over-60’s

Oct 20th Quiz Night


Oct 26th Fireworks
115.03/18 Bookings continue including a number of wedding bookings in 2020.
116/18 Community Orchard 
116.01/18 The lease for the Community Orchard has been updated and reviewed by Richard Berkley and is being renewed. A plan and addresses will be added. 
116.02/18 On September 30th at 2pm, Clive Leeke will demonstrate how to use an Austrian scythe. This is a free workshop although donations are welcome. It is hoped that the paths can be cut prior to the workshop. (Richard Berkley & Clive Leeke to action)
117/18 Applications for Grants & Donations No new applications. The grant (£1600) to match that awarded by SODC for the Village Hall new kitchen equipment is to be paid.  (Clerk to action)
118/18 Allotments 

118.01/18 There are still two spare allotments advertised at Sonning Eye. The Chairman will also place an advertisement on the website and newsletter. (Chairman to action)

118.02/18 Water usage at Playhatch has been excessive this year. Consumption will be monitored.

118.03/18 Rents are almost all paid.
119/18 Local Housing Developments The outcome of the Gladman Inquiry will be known at the end of October. David Woodward summarised one or two of the arguments that had been put forward. CAGE worked very well and fought a hard appeal with the support of a letter from John Howell. See www.cagedunsden.org. 
120/18 Highways Footpaths & Open Spaces  
120.01/18 Playhatch Phone Box area Richard Berkley has now had a quotation of £300 for inserting posts and tidying the Playhatch area near the bus stop. This expenditure was agreed.
120.02/18 Dunsden Green Phone Box. Ian Pringle has the link for the items required for the restoration of the phone box. Clive Leeke may have some of the relevant paint for the restoration. The glass will need to be replaced with the correct BT signage where necessary.
12o.03/18 The footpath on the Backwater Bridge in Sonning Eye is not wide enough for pedestrians as greenery has come over from a garden and is narrowing the available pavement. A photo has been taken. The Clerk was asked to write to the landowner to request its removal.
 121/18 GDPR The Clerk is continuing to work towards to compliance. She is to attend a course run by OALC in Didcot next month. 
 122/18 Minerals David Woodward and Richard Berkley will attend the Liaison meeting 18th October at 3pm. 
 123/18 Matters for future consideration 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm.



Date of next meeting: October 16th 2018

