
EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting held on September 17th 2019 at 7.45pm, at Dunsden Village Hall
Present Cllrs David Woodward, Richard Berkley, Cllr Clive Leeke, Naomi Baylis, David Bartholomew (OCC) Nick Marks and Ian Dick.
121/19 Apologies for absence Ian Pringle, Leigh Rawlins (SODC)
122/19 Declarations of interest None
123/19 Minutes of the last meeting The minutes from the meeting on Tuesday 16th July 2019 were adopted. Adoption was proposed by David Woodward and seconded by Richard Berkley. 
124/19 Matters arising from the minutes 

047.03/19 Emergency Plan David Woodward proposed that the Emergency Plan drafted so far was approved. It will be a ‘living document’ for regular revision. Richard Berkley seconded this proposal. All agreed.  
125/19 County Councillor's report Cllr Bartholomew reported that a) two-thirds of rural households with access to superfast broadband have signed up – one of the highest sign-up rates in the country. These have benefited from the roll-out of rural broadband by OCC and BT, with Govt support. b) GCSE pupils may choose further study, but many workplace training schemes & apprenticeships are available in Oxfordshire. Help is at www.oxme.info & National Careers Service, helpline: 0800 100 900. The apprenticeships website is: www.oxfordshireapprenticeships.co.uk OCC staff will be available via the web chat service on the Oxme website Details can be found at www.oxme.info/resultsday c) OCC is putting a number of changes in place to reduce single use plastics in council buildings across Oxfordshire. OCC has pledged to be carbon neutral by 2030 d) Stephen Chandler is OCC’S new Director of Adult Services e) in response to recent accidents and community concern, officers evaluated conditions on the road and a decision was taken to retexture the road surface overnight this week f) the application for a grant from the Councillor Priority Fund has been submitted and awaits approval. The Clerk will confirm when approval has been received g) he moved a motion at OCC Full Council passed by 54 votes in favour, and one abstention. The Leader now has to write to council leaders at Reading, Wokingham and Bracknell, plus MPs John Howell, John Redwood, Matt Rodda and Theresa May, stating that: a) a car-based solution to a car-based problem that would pour thousands of cars and HGVs into Oxfordshire should a new bridge be built should be restricted to public transport, cyclists and pedestrians; b) if a car-based solution is pursued, the bridge and necessary mitigation must be considered as one project so that the benefits, disadvantages and costs of the scheme can be holistically assessed. Full details here: https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=116&MId=5666&Ver=4
126/19 District Councillor’s Report Cllr Rawlins had reported that SODC was continuing to discuss the emerging Local Plan. He also noted that the third bridge proposal is at the forefront of Reading’s plans.
127/19 Public Question Time/Correspondence Nick Marks raised the issue of concern over significant numbers of overweight lorries travelling over Sonning Bridge.  In the past the Sonning & Sonning Eye Society have undertaken a watch and taken photographs. The Clerk was asked to contact Mike Hart Chair of Sonning and Sonning Eye Society about this and to verify with SODC Trading Standards that if evidence is presented action will be taken. The Clerk was asked to obtain the name of a contact to whom to report any evidence.

Nick Marks also mentioned concern over the Environment Agency’s determination to build a flood wall in Caversham. Any wall will have implications for flooding in Sonning Eye. Warnings appear to be ignored as this build is pursued. He is pursuing the matter and will report back.
128/19 Financial Position   
 

128.01/19 The financial situation had been previously circulated. The Clerk confirmed that the external audit had been completed with no issues to report.
128.02/19 The August & September accounts were presented for payment. Invoices to the value of £734.74 (August) and £974.69 (September) were agreed. The invoices will be paid directly. One cheque for the mowing of the Community Orchard was written. Richard Berkley proposed the accounts be paid. This was seconded by David Woodward.  All agreed.  (Clerk to action) 
129/19 Planning Matters  
New Applications


P19/S2362/FUL Erection of a new dwelling. Land adjacent to Orchard Cottage Tagg Lane Dunsden 
9PR A working party recommended this application for approval. Decision ratified.

P19/S2436/LB Removal of a modern infill wall from the kitchen chimney breast. The Eyot House Sonning Eye RG4 6TN A working party recommended this application for approval. Decision ratified.
 
       Applications Granted


P19/S2139/HH New 2.1m high, white painted, rendered blockwork wall to create enclosed/secure garden area. 1 Vine Cottages, Road Running Through Playhatch, Playhatch Reading RG4 9QP

130/19 Eye & Dunsden Village Hall 
130.01/19 The final payment of the grant is still awaited but should come soon.
130.02/19 A Comedy Night is taking place on 5th Oct.
131/19 Community Orchard The insurance has been renewed. The grass has been cut.
132/19 Police Matters Richard Berkley confirmed that dangerous/noisy unofficial motor cycle racing is still taking place regularly along the A4155 particularly at weekends and a police presence had been sought.  It was suggested that the Clerk looked at Community Speed Watch. (Clerk to action) 
The Clerk had requested police attendance at this September meeting to discuss this and other issues and had again been frustrated by a lack of reply. Ongoing.
133/19 Allotments One new tenant still has to be contacted via Tim Saint. (Clerk to action) 
134/19 Highways Footpaths & Open Spaces  
134.01/19 Footpath from Dunsden to Sonning Eye. Nick Marks reported considerable dangers for walkers. He stated that two properties opposite Dunsden Green have extended their front gardens and planted on the highway verges forcing walkers on to the road. After discussion the Clerk was asked to ask Highways to review the frontages of Brewers Cottage and Old Well Cottage. Further round the bend after Ash Copse towards Playhatch, the unofficial path that used to go behind the hedge is closed off by hedging. The Clerk was asked to contact Adrian Beales (Phillimore Estate) to request a short permissive path behind the hedge until it meets the footpath down to the Flowing Spring. (Clerk to action)
134.02/19 Backwater Bridge. The greenery growing over the parapet on the backwater bridge continues to be allowed to thrive despite letters to the owner of the property. The Clerk was asked to request agreement from OCC Highways for the PC to take action to remove the Russian vine and ivy that narrows the path for pedestrians causing them to be in danger as the pavement is so narrow. Home-owner to be notified also if consent received (Clerk to action)
134.3/19 Clive Leeke reported the recent problems with travellers who moved into an open field by Bryant’s Farm but were eventually moved on by the police although a mess inclusive of human waste was left behind.
134.4/19 Richard Berkley is concerned that the side of the road opposite the garden centre is unkempt in comparison. He suggested that the contractor for the garden centre was asked what he would charge to cut the opposite side of the road. All agreed. The clerk will look at the Pricketts’ contract to see what is expected and the amount paid annually. (Clerk to action) Richard Berkley will request a quotation from the Garden Centre contractor. (Cllr Berkley to action) 
135/19 Neighbourhood Plan. Discussion took place about the circulation of a flyer to all residents of the parish to advertise an open meeting on October 1st planned to explain the importance of producing a Neighbourhood Plan and seek those people who would be interested in helping to take this forward. The Chairman is to produce a flyer. E-mails, post and hand delivery will be used. The Clerk was asked to invite Ricardo Rios to the meeting. Complimentary wine and Beer will be served. (Clerk & Councillors to action)
136/19 Minerals/Liaison groups Nothing to report this month.
137/19 Matters for future consideration phone kiosk; signage on green and Furleigh bank
The meeting closed at 9.35pm.


Date of next meeting: October 15th 2019

