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2. Purpose of the meeting 

a) To explain what an NDP is and how E&D could benefit 
b) To evaluate if enough people are willing to commit  
c) To recommend to E&DPC if we should proceed 

Please keep any non-NDP matters to the end of the meeting!





3. The planning background in Eye & Dunsden 

• Our proximity to a growth town 

• Transport pressures 

• Landowners’ site nominations and  
the ‘Gladman experience’





4. SODC presentation  

Robyn Tobutt & Deborah Bryson



Robyn Tobutt  
Planning Policy Officer (Neighbourhood) 

& 
Deborah Bryson 

Senior Planning Policy Officer (Neighbourhood) 

1 October 2019  

Neighbourhood Planning



Neighbourhood plans in  
South Oxfordshire
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• Localism Act 2011 introduced 
Neighbourhood Planning 

• Gives local communities the 
right to prepare a 
neighbourhood plan 

•  Legal requirements that a 
neighbourhood plan must meet

National legislation and regulations 



• Needs a level of 
commitment from 
members of the 
community. 

• A Neighbourhood Plan 
might not be the right 
tool for the community, 
depending on what 
they want to achieve.
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• Gives control to the local 
community. 

• Ability to produce a 
document and policies 
that will form part of the 
development plan 

• Develop policies to 
manage and protect 
valuable features. 

• Engaging with the local 
community.

Advantages Challenges



Duty to guide, assist and make key decisions



Locality Support
• We recommend that when a 

group is considering undertaking 
a Neighbourhood Plan that they 
look over the resources, funding 
and technical support provided 
by Locality 
(neighbourhoodplanning.org) 

• The Neighbourhood Plan 
Roadmap produced by Locality
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Expectations set by National Planning Policy

Neighbourhood plans should: 
• set planning policies to help determine planning applications 
• support the strategic development needs set out in the Local Plan  
• be aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the wider 

local area 
• not promote less development than set out in the Local Plan or 

undermine its strategic policies 
• plan positively to support local development, shaping and 

directing development in their area that is outside the strategic 
elements of the Local Plan

14



Expectations set by National Planning Practice 
Guidance

Neighbourhood planning policies should be clear 
and unambiguous. They should be drafted with 
sufficient clarity that a decision maker can apply 
them consistently and with confidence when 
determining planning applications. 

The policies should be concise, precise and 
supported by appropriate evidence. They should be 
distinct to reflect and respond to the unique 
characteristics and planning context of the specific 
neighbourhood area (Paragraph 41-041-20140306).
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Drafting the plan involves

16

• Gathering baseline information and evidence 
• Engaging and consulting the local community and 

stakeholders 
• Talking to land owners and the development industry 
• Identifying and assessing options 
• Determining whether the plan is likely to have any 

significant environmental effects 
• Preparing the Consultation Statement and the Basic 

Conditions Statement 



Eye and Dunsden

• The emerging Local Plan does not require smaller villages to 
deliver any growth, however the district council still supports 
parishes that wish to include housing allocations in their 
neighbourhood plans to meet bespoke housing needs. 

• A number of smaller and other villages have produced 
neighbourhood plans – Brightwell cum Sotwell, Dorchester, 
Little Milton, The Baldons, and Pyrton.
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Settlement Core Strategy 
2012

Emerging Local Plan 
2034Playhatch Smaller village Smaller village

Dunsden 
Green

Smaller village Other village

Sonning Eye Other village Other village



Examples

18

Brightwell-cum-Sotwell

The Baldons

East Hagbourne



Next Steps

• Decide if a neighbourhood plan is right 
for you. 

• If you decide that you would like to 
pursue a neighbourhood plan: 
– Talk to us, we can arrange a meeting to discuss through the 

next steps. 
– Apply for neighbourhood area designation. 
– Forming a neighbourhood plan steering group.
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Any questions? 

  



List of references 

NPPF 2012 and 2018 
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
NPPG https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2  
South Oxfordshire District Council - http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/
neighbourhood-plans  
Neighbourhood Planning - https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/ 
Brightwell cum Sotwell NDP –  http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/
neighbourhood-plans/brightwell-cum-sotwell  
The Baldons NDP – http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-
advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/
baldons-neighbourhood-  
East Hagbourne - http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-
advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/
east-hagbourne-neighbo 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/brightwell-cum-sotwell
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/baldons-neighbourhood-
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/east-hagbourne-neighbo


5. Questions and discussion



6. Vote on next steps



7. Any other business



8. Refreshments and thanks 

• Comedy night in the hall this Saturday! 
• Bonfire night · November 1 
• Christmas fair · November 30 
• Quiz night · January 18 
• Lady Audley’s Secret (Play) · February 8 
• Loads of exercise and other classes 


