
Welcome!
This event is to give you a chance to 
discover and respond to the work 
we have been doing for the last 18 
months on a Neighbourhood Plan  
for our parish.
The NDP team are a group of volunteers and 
residents just like you. Once approved,  
Neighbourhood Plans have legal weight in the 
planning system. At a time when that system is 
changing signi�cantly, they are an important 
way to allow local people to shape the future of 
their communities.

We hope you �nd this exhibition useful. To help 
us gather your feedback, please take a clipboard 
and complete the questionnaire on it. Please 
leave the questionnaire in the tray at the front 
door as you leave. 

NDP team members are wearing name badges 
and will be happy to answer any questions you 
may have or to discuss your views on the NDP 
with you.

Thank you for your contribution 
today. Your feedback is essential.

What’s in the exhibition?
1  A timeline which explains where we are in the 

NDP creation process
2  Examples of some of the work on which our 

professional consultants are engaged
3  Details of some key issues within the parish 

(identi�ed partly from your initial feedback)
4  Some examples of the policy areas which 

we think should be included in the �nal plan 
when it is prepared (again identi�ed as a 
result of initial feedback from residents)

The exhibition is also grouped  
into four key areas: 
1  The landscape of the parish
2  The built environment
3  Environment and ecology including  

climate change
4  Infrastructure including the transport  

and footpath network
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Our NDP will exist to support the 
South Oxfordshire Local Plan which 
runs from 2021 to 2035.
The NDP will provide more detailed local 
guidance than is possible within the Local Plan. 
It must however conform with the overarching 
policies and strategic direction of the Local Plan. 

What is dealt with elsewhere?
 V Designated sites for major development  

(of which there are none in this parish)

 V Overall housing targets for the District

 V The designation of specific ecological  
zones such as Ancient Woodland

 V Areas suitable for Minerals and Waste 
development

 V The road network and transport issues

What else can we do?
Our Neighbourhood Plan can identify specific 
community aspirations that we agree would 
make the place a better one in which to live. 
Some examples might include:

 V Better community facilities

 V Working with the County Council to persuade 
them to improve the road network including 
initiatives like traffic calming

 V Advocating for greener ways of working and 
travelling in order to recognise the climate 
emergency

 V Working with the Environment Agency to 
persuade them to take better account of 
flood risks in our area

 V Working with the county council and local 
landowners to improve access to restored 
areas of mineral working

 V Ensuring the local voice is represented in 
proposals for a new Thames Crossing and  
for a park and ride scheme close to 
Caversham Park Village

 V Advocating for an extension of the  
Chilterns AONB to provide greater  
protection of the natural  
environment within the parish

The context
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Our vision
To address the climate emergency and loss of natural environment by 
maintaining and enhancing the rural character, environment and landscape 
of the parish; to maintain and improve pedestrian/non-motorised vehicular 
accessibility between communities and into the surrounding countryside 
while supporting sustainable development that is of an appropriate scale, 
character and design to the benefit of the local community.

Objectives
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Environment, Flooding & Sustainability
 V Identify, encourage, and promote environmental 

sustainability by considering the current and future effects of 
climate change and the provisioning for energy efficiency and 
carbon offset in activities within the parish 

 V Require the use and installation of renewable energy in any 
new/modified residential dwellings and commercial, leisure 
and community developments.

 V Conserve, enhance and protect the existing wildlife sites/
habitats including local nature reserves, sites of specific 
scientific interest and tree preservations.

 V Understand and conserve biodiversity within the parish and 
enhance natural habitats where possible 

 V Ensure all new development including mineral extraction/
restoration schemes maximises the enhancement of the 
capacity of the flood plain in the parish.

 V Require all new developments (residential or commercial) 
to enhance biodiversity within the parish through measures 
such as additional planting, green infrastructure, and eco-
friendly maintenance. 

Character of the Built Environment
 V Conserve and enhance the essential rural character of 

the parish and its settlements. This will include, where 
appropriate, sustainable infill residential, commercial, leisure 
and community development that allows for natural growth 
within the settlement boundaries. Creep or elongation of the 
settlements into the open countryside will be discouraged.

 V Ensure new development respects the form and function 
of existing settlements in the parish and that it is designed 
to a high quality, consistent with the NDP design codes and 
compatible with the local vernacular and the Conservation 
Area as appropriate.

 V Identify, protect, and enhance the parish’s heritage assets 
including listed buildings and the Conservation Area. 

Landscape Character
 V Sustain the sensitive landscape setting of the parish’s 

settlements including preserving and enhancing the area 

of natural landscape and agricultural land existing between 
settlements, neighbouring parishes, and larger urban areas.

 V Conserve and enhance the existing network of trees, 
hedgerows, wetlands, public spaces, and rights of way.

 V Maintain the rural character of approaches to the parish.

 V Ensure mineral extraction restoration schemes provide for 
new public realm and that the terms of historic restoration 
agreements are honoured.

Local Travel and Safety
 V To preserve, enhance and where possible expand pedestrian/

non-motorised vehicular modes of transport within the parish 
by promoting improvements to the existing foot and bridle 
path network including its links with the Chilterns AONB and 
the River Thames.

 V Improve pedestrian/non-motorised vehicular accessibility 

between settlements in the parish.

 V Encourage traffic calming measures where appropriate to 
reduce the speed of vehicles travelling through the parish 
and to reduce air and noise pollution. 

 V Preserve and enhance public transport services through the 
parish.

 V Minimise the likelihood of flooding and surface water 
drainage overflows.

 V Continue to remain engaged in working towards a 
sustainable solution to traffic congestion across the River 
Thames including the possibility of a further river crossing, 
provided it does not have a negative impact on the parish.

Community Spirit
 V To seek opportunities wherever possible to maintain and 

enhance the social and economic vitality of the parish by 
supporting and expanding the range of services and facilities 
it provides for the benefit of the community.

 V Engage with the parish’s communities at all stages  
of the development and implementation of the NDP  
to ensure the Plan meets their different needs and  
expectations, thereby enhancing its sense of  
community. 



The village of Dunsden Green has a 
distinct open and historic character 
which is enhanced by the presence 
of the green itself, the open spaces 
at the village hall and around the 
community orchard along Tagg Lane.
The map above shows one possible settlement 
boundary for Dunsden. Any new small scale 
development would be expected to fall within 
this boundary.

It also shows some possible Local Green Spaces. 
Sites like these provide an enjoyable and 
signi�cant amenity for local people (whether 
they are accessible or not) and have protected 
status under the planning system.

The NDP Design Guide highlights key features of 
Dunsden which should be followed in any new 
small scale developments. They include:

 � Low pro�le houses with �rst �oors built  
into attics and dormer windows

 � Patterned red and blue bricks

 � Decorative use of circular roof tiles

 � Spacious plots with modestly sized 
properties and generous gardens

Your views
1  What do you think about the settlement 

boundary shown here? If you think it should 
be di�erent, please draw on the map in your 
questionnaire pack.

2  What do you think about the Local Green 
Spaces we show here? Please make your 
comments within the questionnaire pack.

3  Are there any other aspects of Dunsden 
the Neighbourhood Plan could  
address?
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The village of Playhatch is designated 
as a Smaller Village by SODC. It has 
three pubs, �ve listed buildings as 
well as a recent development of �ve 
new houses.
The map shows a possible settlement 
boundary for Playhatch. Any new small scale 
development would be expected to be here.

It also shows some possible Local Green 
Spaces. Sites like these provide an enjoyable 
amenity for local people (whether they are 
accessible or not) and have protected status 
under the planning system.

Parts of Playhatch are liable to �ooding. And 
local residents have told us they have issues 
with the speed and noise of tra�c.

The NDP Design Guide highlights key features of 
Playhatch which should be followed in any new 
small scale developments. They include:

 � Low pro�le houses with �rst �oors built  
into attics and dormer windows

 � Flint-faced walls and buildings

 � Spacious plots with modestly sized 
properties and generous gardens

Your views
1  What do you think about the settlement 

boundary shown here? If you think it should 
be di�erent, please draw on the map in your 
questionnaire pack.

2  What do you think about the Local Green 
Spaces we show here? Please make your 
comments within the questionnaire pack.

3  Are there any other aspects of Playhatch 
the Neighbourhood Plan could address?
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Sonning Eye is a designated 
Conservation Area, with 13 listed 
structures including the bridge, 
the Mill and Eyot House, grade 2*.
The map above shows one possible settlement 
boundary for Sonning Eye. Any new small scale 
development would be expected to be here.

It also shows some possible Local Green Spaces. 
Sites like these provide an enjoyable amenity for 
local people (whether they are accessible or not) 
and have protected status under the planning 
system.

Most of Sonning Eye is liable to �ooding. Local 
residents have told us they also have issues with 
the speed and noise of tra�c.

The NDP Design Guide highlights key features 
of Sonning Eye which should be followed in any 
new small scale developments. They include:

 � Low pro�le houses with �rst �oors built  
into attics and dormer windows

 � Decorative blue bricks

 � Flint-faced walls and buildings

 � Spacious plots with modestly sized 
properties and generous gardens

Your views
1  What do you think about the settlement 

boundary shown here? If you think it should 
be di�erent, please draw on the map in your 
questionnaire pack.

2  What do you think about the Local Green 
Spaces we show here? Please make your 
comments within the questionnaire pack.

3  Are there any other aspects of Sonning Eye 
the Neighbourhood Plan could address?
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Design guides are being given special emphasis 
during the current overhaul of the planning 
system. Bluestone Planning have prepared 
design guides for the three principal settlements 
in the parish. They identify key design attributes 

as well as identifying other important aspects 
such as plot density, building heights and 
the treatment of boundaries and entrances. 
Together these form key evidence for the  
design of future building in the parish.
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Design Code and Principles

New Development

Dunsden Green and Littlestead Green are rural in character with limited scope
for development. It is likely that development will relate to house extensions,
building conversions and a small number of infill plots. Infill plots can alter the
character of the settlement if not carefully designed. These should reflect the
simple cottages and agricultural buildings of the locality. It is unlikely that any
infill plot would satisfy requirements for a focal building.

Siting and Layout

The siting of new buildings should respect the existing building line along the
street. In-depth development is not a feature of the village and would be out of
keeping with the settlement pattern.

Dwellings are set well back into their plots and often surrounded by outbuildings
and hedgerow planting which forms the boundary.

Gaps between buildings are of key importance. There is a clear distinction
between individual and groups of buildings and countryside views are clearly
visible.

Density

The density level of the character area has been defined as approximately 6
dwellings per hectare, such density should be respected, but where are a higher
density may be appropriate, buildings could also be built to look like a single
larger building which is then subdivided into apartments for example. The key to
successful development in this regard is to look at the ratio of built form to plot
size and to ensure that the proposal remains in keeping with the surroundings.

Building Heights, Form, Scale and Massing

New dwellings that respect the existing height and follow the roofline and form
of adjacent houses should be encouraged. Similarly proposed extensions are
more likely to be successful if they remain subordinate to the height of the
original building.

Plan forms should be simple. Large or dominant front gable features are in
evidence, but only where these are key focal buildings such as Glebe House.
Modern generic house types, which are not designed based on an understanding
of the local context are to be avoided.

Careful attention should be paid to roofing materials, pitch, eaves and verge
details and the inclusion of chimney stacks or other features that project above
the ridge line.

The proportions of proposed houses should match adjacent houses of the same
building type. The wider street scene should be considered and proposed
dwellings should be well integrated.

Garages and Outbuildings

Garages, cycle stores and bin stores are a feature of modern living, and should

be included as an integral part of the overall design from the outset.

Numerous outbuildings are found within this character area and it is
commonplace to have them along the side of plots forming boundary elements.
Siting along the frontage is likely to be overly dominant in the street scene. The
design of outbuildings and storage area should be subordinate to the dwelling
and reflect the rural character of the area. Timber clad barns in natural colours
with brick plinths are commonplace.

Gardens - Front and Rear

Gardens and the mature native vegetation within should be retained where to
ensure that each building has an attractive, verdant setting.

In a domestic setting, front gardens should not be dominated by car parking.
Where sufficient space exists they should be provided with native planting and
only small areas of hard surfacing either aggregate or paving. Where hard-
surfacing for car parking in front gardens is necessary, it should be screened
from view of the street. Proposals that provide SuDS solutions and permeable
paving are preferable.

Planting within the setting of private front gardens should be in keeping with the
rural context of the character area.

Boundary treatment

Where development affects the boundaries of a property, new development
should consider boundary treatments which are common or complementary to
the character area.

Boundary fences should be low key and softened by planting. Where possible
native hedgerows are preferable. Close board fencing is urbanising and should
avoided where possible.

Walls are less commonplace as boundaries, but should be in a brick style to
match the dwelling. The often link outbuildings to a dwelling. Front boundary

walls should be low level and soften by planting.

Traditional timber gates site well with the former agricultural related buildings
and cottages. Gates which do not offer a view through into a site, can often be
oppressive and overbearing. These also restrict views through to the
countryside beyond.

Green infrastructure

New development should reinforce the hedgerows lining the routes through the
area, which are characteristic of the rural landscape. Vegetation can be used to
blend buildings into their surroundings and draw the natural landscape into the
settlement. Any opportunity to enhance the footpath network here, particularly
between the village green and the Loddon Brewery should be encouraged.

Appearance and Detailing

Building details should take reference from existing properties. Buildings should
be constructed using the local Berkshire red/orange brick, clay tiles reclaimed
rather than concrete to provide differing tones and colours as demonstrated on
the materials palette (P25). Generally the elevations of buildings should adhere
to the local colour palette, bonds and course detailing.

For developments of multiple homes, detailing will be key to ensure successful
integration and variation.

Windows and Doors

Window surrounds should have minimal detailing on cottages. Arched brickwork
and decorative features of Victorian properties using the vernacular material
palette are acceptable. Window frames should be painted white or neutral
coloured and preferably include multi-paned glazing. Cottage casements and
sash windows are prevalent.

Design guides
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Cottage casement windows - triple pane, double pain - arch topped

1.5 - 2
storeys in
height

Off street parking in parking courtyards to be
enclosed by walls or hedgerows.

Gates to reflect the agricultural character

Car barns or garage outbuildings to be separate and
form boundary walls to reflect the agricultural

nature of the area

Plain Clay tiles - red / orange
Concrete tiles are inappropriate due to poor colour match, form and variety

Small cottage casement dormer windows, generally set into the roof with some
cutting of the eaves line. Simple form detailing or decorative bargeboards

Handmade facing brickwork - red / orange

Walled front boundary - brick or
brick/ flint - red orange

Agricultural gated entrances hedged front boundary

Decorative brickwork
detailing, quoins/ dressings

Decorative brickwork
detailing

Decorative and plain
hanging tiles - red/ orange

Light painted render

Deep front gardens - average 5+ metres although
many significantly larger. Well contained from roads
and lanes, but visibility at eye level is not restricted

Rear gardens over 12 metres in depth

Size of garden should relate to the
property and provide suitable amenity

space for occupants.

Plot sizes should reflect those in the
wider area as specified on page 15

Wide frontage -
simple plan form

Gable features should
be subordinate

Simple roof forms - gables
and half hipped

Dormer windows are small,
non dominant features

Design Code - Sonning Eye



NORTH

How can we improve how we 
move around in the parish?
This event gives you a chance to express your 
views and concerns about travel links within the 
Parish including its roads, footpaths, cycleways 
and bridleways.

We need your ideas and suggestions  about:

 � Improvements to roads in terms of volume of 
use, speeds, noise pollution and safety.

 �  Improvements or additions to the footpath 
/ bridleway network within the parish. Does 
the existing network allow you to safely go 
where you want to go? 

 � Would you like better, safer, or even new 
pedestrian or cycle connections with our 
neighbouring towns and villages?

 � Do you have comments on the current use of 
the disused gravel pits (collectively known 
as the Caversham Lakes) and would you like 
to see more opportunities for residents to 
traverse and enjoy these natural areas?

 � Our suggestions for Quiet Lanes.

 � Any other suggestions for how travel links 
within the Parish can be enhanced. 

Please make sure we have  
your feedback.

Infrastructure
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Our NDP can designate Quiet Lanes 
under the Transport Act 2000. They 
use lowered speeds and signage to:

 � Provide a chance for people to walk, cycle 
and horse ride in a safer environment

 � Widen transport choice

 � Protect the character and tranquillity  
of country lanes

 � Encourage more sustainable travel

Your views
What do you think about the potential Quiet 
Lanes we have identi�ed above? Please give 
your responses when you complete your 
questionnaire.

Quiet Lanes



Our Landscape Architect Liz Allen has 
made proposals for the classi�cation 
of the landscapes within the parish.
 These proposals enable the appropriate 
management policies from the South 
Oxfordshire Landscape Character  
Assessment 2017 to be applied.

Her report identi�es the overriding rural 
character and high scenic value of much of the 
parish. It identi�es the presence of a number 
of outlying farmsteads around Dunsden 
and Littlestead Green which lend this area 
a particular character. Beyond the Chilterns 
slopes, Sonning Eye sits in a characteristic �at 
Thames Valley character area.

Important views out of these landscapes are 
identi�ed together with an abundance of rights 
of way and woodland areas of signi�cance. 
On the basis of the Landscape Institute’s best 
practice, a number of recommendations for 
Local Valued Landscapes are made.

Your views
A copy of the Landscape Character  
Assessment is available at this event. We  
look forward to receiving your responses to it.

Landscape
Eye & Dunsden Neighbourhood Plan
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We appointed Thames Valley 
Environmental Records Centre 
to make an assessment of the 
biodiversity of the parish.
Their report identi�es an number of o�cially 
designated Local Wildlife Sites which 
have statutory protection because of their 
importance as habitat.

They have also compiled a list of signi�cant 
wildlife sightings within the parish which 
reveal the rich natural diversity present here. 
They have also identi�ed a number of areas of 
veteran woodland of high natural value as well 
as a number of other priority habitats.

A Green Corridor study is also to  
be carried out for us by TVERC
These are strips of land that enable the bridging 
of habitat by populations that have been split by 
human development such as a road, settlement 
or other human activity. 

BBOWT detailed biodiversity  
survey of key sites in the parish
Berkshire Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 
Wildlife Trust has a consultancy which has 
carried out a detailed survey of a number  
of key sites in the parish, for which the  
results are currently awaited.

Environm
ent
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 NORTH

Policies 1
The Steering Group have commissioned 
a Landscape Character Assessment which 
identi�es four individual Parish Landscape 
Character Areas (PLCA) as Valued Landscapes.

 � PLCA1: River Thames and Meadows
 � PLCA2: River Thames, Meadows and Lakes
 � PLCA3A and PLCA3B: Dunsden Open 

Dipslopes and Thames River Valley Sides
 � PLCA4: Dunsden Semi-enclosed Dipslopes 

River Cli� and Terraces 

The aim is to preserve and enhance these areas, 
including maintaining:

 � The character and pattern of the small 
settlements and the landscape contribution 
to their distinct identity

 � The rural character of the landscape, historic 

�eld patterns, the network of trees and 
hedgerows (including Ancient Woodland)

 � The watercourses and wetlands 
 � The public rights of way; and recreational 

open space and public spaces

Your views
1  Do you agree with the inclusion of a policy on 

landscape character and valued landscapes? 
2  Does the policy’s content address everything 

you believe is signi�cant or relevant to the 
subject?

3  Are there any other issues that  
should be addressed or comments  
you would like to add on the PLCAs?
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Policies 2
We are considering a policy which 
sets out important views. Whilst 
there are many important views in 
the parish, we can only designate 
those of moderate or signi�cant 
value.
These have been de�ned on the Landscape 
Character Assessment (LCA) and Character 
Appraisal and Design Guide (CADG). We seek to 
protect them from inappropriate development 
with particular attention paid to those areas 
which are located on rising topography or are 
visible in the longer distance.  

A full listing of the important views is on the 
next page.

Your views
1  Do you agree with the inclusion of the policy? 
2  Does you agree with our designations?
3  Are there any other views that should be 

included and if so, where from, looking in 
which direction and why is it important to you 
(please note these must be public views and 
not from private property)?
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Settlement Identity and Prevention of Coalescence

Policies 3
From the survey and assessment 
work to date, it has been determined 
that the landscape setting of the 
parish’s settlements is considered to 
be highly sensitive.
Therefore preserving and enhancing the existing 
areas of natural landscape and agricultural land 
between settlements, neighbouring parishes, 
and larger urban areas is considered to be of 
high importance.

A Parish Settlement Character Appraisal has 
also been undertaken which highlights how the  
settlements in the Parish are distinctive and how 
each has a speci�c character. 

The policy will require that:
Any relevant development proposal will 
demonstrate how it preserves / enhances 
features that de�ne the character of the 
settlements.

The existing separation between each of the 
settlements should be maintained, including 
gaps between settlements in the parish.

Your views
1  Do you agree with the inclusion of the policy? 
2  Is it su�ciently comprehensive?
3  Are there any other issues or matters  

relating to the speci�c gaps that you 
would like the Plan to cover?
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Our timeline

Phase 1: NDP set-up and ini2al community engagement 

2019 
Oct  Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug 

Public mee2ng: 
to gauge levels of 

community 
support for NDP 

Steering Group 
established 

Eye & Dunsden NDP 
Area of designa2on 
confirmed by SODC 

Sept 

Community 
input Key: 

2020 

Planning Consultant 
and Landscape 

Architect appointed 
by Steering Group 

First Community 
Engagement: 

IniDal views sought from 
residents via Household 

Survey 

N
D

P 
le

d 
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2
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Phases 2 & 3: evidence gathering with support from independent  
experts and engagement with residents and businesses 

2020 
Oct Dec Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug 

Landscape Character 
Assessment: carried 
out by independent 
consultant Liz Allen 
to provide guidance 

to protect landscapes 
through 

management, 
development and 

visual means 

First NDP NewsleMer sent out 
by email and post to residents 

Nov Jan 

Sub-Groups Created within Steering Group to focus 
in more detail on main policy areas: SeMlements; 

Landscape; Environment and Infrastructure 

SeMlement Character 
Assessment produced and 

circulated by Bluestone 
Planning iden2fying and 

detailing the characters of 
buildings in each seMlement 

within the Parish 

First Community Engagement Event to 
seek view on draH policies, review 

evidence obtained and meet the NDP 
team 

NDP 
Facebook 
Page Set 

Up 

Heritage Assets Evidence 
Base Report produced and 

circulated by Bluestone 
Planning detailing areas and 
buildings which are valued 

throughout the parish 

Engagement With Local 
Businesses via email to 

seek their views on 
potenDal focus areas 

2021 

Household Survey 
circulated to all 

residents to obtain 
views on housing stock 

available within the 
parish 

Biodiversity Survey conducted 
by FutureWatch (consultancy 
branch of BBOWT) to iden2fy 

flora, fauna and habitats of 
interest in the parish 

First Guided Walk around Playhatch to 
highlight heritage, history and 

landscape of this seKlement and 
relevance to NDP 

Second Guided Walk around 
Dunsden Green to highlight 

heritage, history and 
landscape of this seKlement 

and relevance to NDP 

N
D

P 
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d 
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2
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Phase 2 & 3 (con2nued): gathering of further evidence and  
ongoing engagement with the residents and businesses  

Apr Oct Nov Dec 
2021 

Jan Feb Mar 

NEXT STEPS 
•  Review and assess further expert evidence and use it to  

shape draH policies 
•  Review and respond to community feedback (to be  

detailed in ConsultaDon Statement of NDP) 
•  Finalise policies 
•  DraH NDP 
•  ConsultaDon process on “final” draH NDP – 6 week duraDon  

to involve conversaDons with organisaDons such as Historic 
England & Environment Agency as well as residents/businesses 

N
D

P 
le

d 
ac

2
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ty
 

May Sep 

ConDnue to liaise with residents and business about draH policies  

Submit ‘final’ draH of 
NDP to SODC  

2022 2021 
Sep 

Phase 4: wri2ng the NDP and gaining ra2fica2on 

Aug 

NDP led ac2vity 

SODC 

Next Steps…. 
2021 

Community 
feedback: 

analyse feedback 
from events. 

Publish findings 

Finalise vision, 
objec2ves, policies 

and projects: finalise 
wording with support 

from independent 
experts and further 

community input 

Write NDP: 
write up all 

aspects of the 
NDP 

Provide ini2al 
feedback: review 

and provide 
feedback on all 

aspects of the NDP 

Pre-submission: 
make amendments 
and submit NDP for 

pre-submission 
consultaDon 

Pre-submission 
consulta2on (6 

weeks): review and 
provide feedback on 

all aspects of the NDP 

Steering Group 

To
da

y 

Submission: finalise 
NDP and submit 

plan with 
supporDng 

documents to SODC 

Independent 
Examina2on: 

plan examined 

Independent 
Examiner SODC 

Submission 
consulta2on (6 
weeks): check 

submission and 
arrange submission 

consultaDon Co
m

m
un

ity
 

Re
fe

re
nd

um
 

SODC 

If majority vote yes, 
Plan made legal 



Our NDP is currently expected to include a total 
of around 20 policies. Policies not elsewhere 
described in this exhibition are informally 
summarised in this and the next panel. 

Copies of the full text of these draft  
policies are available at this exhibition.  
Please respond to the questions about  
them using the questionnaire provided.

Other policies
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2  The built environment
Summary of ED-SSD1: General Design Principles
Support will be give to proposals which comply with the 
Design Guide, are sympathetic to adjacent properties 
and the rural environment, are of high quality, well-
landscaped, and retain existing features. Crime reduction, 
enhancement of the floodplain and forward thinking 
in terms of greener forms of transport and heating are 
among other aspects encouraged.

Summary of ED-SSD2: Sustainable Construction
In line with the Design Guide, new building should be 
environmentally sustainable, without adverse impact  
on heritage assets, and also in keeping with the  
character of the area.

Summary of ED-EDH1: Infill Development
Under discussion following the result of the consultation 
exercise.

Summary of ED-DC1: Community Facilities
Proposals for improvements will be supported, if they  
are appropriately designed and would not harm 
neighbouring amenity or cause other harm.

Summary of ED-DC3: Rural Buildings and 
Commercial Development
Proposals to develop or extend businesses will be 
supported if they are at existing business sites, or are  
on farms and have regard to other aspects of the NDP.

They should not have severely negative impacts on local 
traffic volumes; nor conflict with existing land-based 
activities or have other harmful consequences. They 
should support a transition to zero carbon living.

Summary of ED-C1: Heritage
Historic heritage assets will be conserved and enhanced 
with support given for sympathetic development 
proposals that remove inappropriate materials.

1  The landscape of the parish
Summary of ED-VGL2: Trees and Hedgerows
This policy provides for the retention of ancient, veteran 
and/ or mature trees and hedgerows, in addition 
to those subject to Tree Preservation Orders, those 
which otherwise contribute to green corridors or have 
significance to the community.

Proposals which affect trees and hedgerows should be 
accompanied by a tree survey that establishes the health 
and longevity of affected trees and hedgerows.

Where trees must be lost as a result of development or 
disease, these must be replaced at a ratio of at least 2:1 
within the site, with a preference for local native species 
and fruit / nut trees. Hedgerows should be similarly 
treated. 

Any ongoing management plan should ensure continuing 
compliance with the original plan to ensure the 
landscaping becomes fully established.

 
Summary of ED-CL1: Use of the Lakes
The areas of restored former gravel workings in the Parish 
are an ecological haven, and several are designated as 
Local Wildlife Sites. Their habitats (including designated 
veteran trees with TPOs) and biodiversity should be 
preserved. 

Uses should not have a detrimental impact on floodplain 
capacity or be detrimental to local amenity.

Summary of ED-CL2: The lakes post-restoration
The recreational, sporting and other after uses of 
the Lakes, including marinas for boating, fishing and 
watersports should be sensitive to the site’s high 
ecological value and the designation of Local Wildlife Sites 
as appropriate.  Proposed uses should promote nature 
conservation, not lead to an intensification of use and 
should encourage quiet recreational enjoyment without 
imposing traffic or noise burdens on surrounding areas.



Our NDP is currently expected to include a total 
of around 20 policies. Policies not elsewhere 
described in this exhibition are informally 
summarised in this and the previous panel. 

Copies of the full text of these draft  
policies are available at this exhibition.  
Please respond to the questions about  
them using the questionnaire provided.

Other policies
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4  Travel infrastructure
Summary of ED-CI1: Highways,  
Parking and Access
On-street parking should be minimised by sufficient 
parking provision within developments. Permeable loose 
aggregate surfaces are preferred. Charging for electrically 
powered vehicles should be provided where practical.

Summary of ED-CI2: Transport Mitigation
Sustainable modes of travel through the provision 
of secure cycle facilities, improved connectivity, and 
expansion of bridleways, footpaths and cycle network  
will be supported.

Appropriate proposals should improve routes without 
visual harm, or other negative impact on roads and 
junctions or landscape and heritage assets. A joint policy 
with Sonning Parish’s NDP will encouraged for the B478.

Summary of ED-CI3: Green Infrastructure
Support will be given to the improvement and extension 
of the bridleway, footpath and cycle path network 
allowing greater access and connectivity between the 
settlements, green spaces and the open countryside.

Community Infrastructure Levy payments may be used for 
this purpose. The loss of existing routes will be resisted.

3  Environment, flooding  
and sustainability

Summary of ED-BACC1: Biodiversity
Appropriate development proposals should maintain 
and enhance the local biodiversity of the Plan area. They 
should demonstrate how a net gain in biodiversity and, 
where feasible, habitats and species, is achievable on-site.

Summary of ED-FR1: Flooding and Drainage
Ensure new development including mineral extraction/
restoration schemes supports the enhancement of the 
capacity of the floodplain in the parish. 



Environmental sustainability and 
the need to take account of climate 
change is a golden thread which runs 
through our Neighbourhood Plan.
Members of the Environment Sub-Group 
take as their maxim words spoken by William 
Morris at the �rst meeting of the Society for 
the Preservation of Ancient Buildings: ‘These 
old buildings (and their surroundings), do 
not belong to us… they have belonged to 
our forefathers and they will belong to our 
descendants unless we play them false. They  
are not in any sense our property to do with  
as we like. We are only trustees for those who 
come after us’.

Two of our three villages are prone to �ood. 
Working with our consultants, the Sub-Group 

has promoted draft policies which encourage 
the maintenance and improvement of the 
capacity of the �oodplain in the parish. 

Other policies promote biodiversity and more 
carbon neutral ways of travelling and building  
in the parish.

Several studies of  biodiversity in the  
parish are described on a nearby panel.

Your views
1  Do you agree with the emphasis given 

to environmental sustainability in our 
Neighbourhood Plan?

2  Are there any other policies we should 
consider?

Please record your responses when you 
complete the questionnaire.
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Flooding & sustainability

Environm
ent



Stay with us...
Would you like to kept informed  
and to continue to be involved? 
The best way to do this is to join  
the Steering Group! All members  
are volunteers:

 � Suzanne Abraham, Sonning Eye
 � Richard Berkley, Playhatch, E&DPC
 � David Breeze, retired planner, Earley
 � Howard Crews, Playhatch
 � Ian Dick, formerly Playhatch
 � Nick Marks, Sonning Eye
 � Robin Page, Playhatch
 � John Plumer, Dunsden
 � Deborah Simmons, Sonning Eye
 � David Woodward, Sonning Eye, Chair/E&DPC

Keep up-to-date
 � See www.southoxon.gov.uk/

neighbourhoodplans

 � Or www.eyedunsden.org/plan/

 �  The NDP newsletter

 � Speak to a member of the Steering Group

 � On Facebook: fb.com/DunsdenNDP 

 � Or Twitter: @Eye&DunsdenNDP

Any questions?
 � Please email plan@eyedunsden.org

Thank you for your support.
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