	Eye & Dunsden Parish NDP Steering Group Meeting Minutes 20 August 2020


	Attendees: David Woodward, Richard Berkley, Ian Dick, David Breeze, Deborah Simmons, Claire Murdoch, Howard Crews, 

Apologies/not present: 
No apologies received / Nick Marks, Kerry McGrath, John Spooner, Ian Pringle, Julie & Steve Nicolson, Keith Maher, Peter Walton, Robbie/Sara Steward, Andrew Dunn.
 
All members are requested to be ready to report back on their actions at the next meeting.


	
	Minutes / Action Points
	Who
	Complete by
	

	1
	PREVIOUS MINUTES – the minutes of the 23rd July 2020 meeting were agreed and adopted.
	NDP SG 
	
	

	2 
	ACTION POINTS 

Participants
CM and DW stated  John Plumer would like to get actively involved with the Steering Group and will be invited to attend the next meeting.

Funding
LOCALITY GRANT (LG): up to £12,000. ID reported that the Application had been prepared  and submitted for £8,000 to ensure the certainty of receiving a grant as he was advised an application for £12,000 would be rejected. ID stated a second application can be made and asked that consideration be given for future consultancy and other resource needs. ID reminded members that the funding needs to be spent by the 31st March 2021.

 ID went on that he had been contacted by AECOM, a Government supported consultancy who would be interested in drafting the NDP’s area appraisal and design codes [early stage evidence gathering documents] and could unlock a further £18,000 of grant funding. Discussion ensued as it was intended  Bluestone Planning would draft the codes. DW had been advised the quality of AECOM’s work has been questioned by other Councils and agreed to do some referencing for a further discussion to be had at the next meeting.

Consultants
DW is to source an ecology consultant and suggested a wider consultancy role is required providing ecology, climate change and sustainability services. DS/DW will continue enquiries. 
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24th September













Next Meeting 


Next Meeting
	

	3

	MATTERS ARISING 

Steering Group Terms of Reference Document 
DS had previously circulated an amended document following the July steering group  meeting and confirmed SODC had no comments on the document. The steering group agreed the document should be put to the Parish Council’s September meeting to be formally adopted.

NDP Vision and Objectives 
DW confirmed he was working on a draft document that he will circulate after David B has reviewed it.

NDP Life Cycle
DS has contacted SODC who confirmed NDP’s remain valid for 15 years from their adoption. There is no formal requirement to review or update NDP’s though it is important they do not become outdated and remain consistent with the adopted Local Plan. They can be updated at any time.

Parish Housing Need
DW stated SODC had confirmed that only two individuals were registered with them as seeking housing in the parish. This supports the initial view of the steering group not to call for sites as part of the process for the emerging NDP.
	




David W
Mandy S



David W
	





15th September 



ASAP

	

	4
	Questionnaire
DW thanked CM for her report on the findings of the questionnaire that in summary found that threats of new development, protecting the landscape / environment and highway safety (speeding / cycle routes) seemed to be the main areas of concern from respondents.

CM explained the response rate was approximately 40% of the Parish  that was an excellent result but that still left 60% of the Parish to get engaged with the NDP process. Response rates will fluctuate particularly as future questionnaires are likely to be more sophisticated.

CM also considered local meetings / brainstorming sessions may be a better way to engage with the community once more content of the NDP had been developed and can be shared.

After some discussion, the steering group concluded that initially, separate Sonning Eye, Playhatch and Dunsden focus group events should be held subject to Covid 19 rules and regulations in place at the time. A separate group would be offered to non-resident stakeholders such as local businesses

DS  confirmed she had contacted SODC about sharing the questionnaire findings and who advise they did not need to see the information but stressed the importance of referring back to such information during the ongoing NDP development process. It should be part of an appendix to the NDP and referenced in the evidence base.

DW asked CM to prepare a PDF version of the analysis could also be used on the parish website which needed to be updated.
	






















Claire M / DW
	






















28th August
	

	5
	RBC Transport Strategy
The PC has decided it would both work in conjunction with other parishes and respond separately to the consultation of RBC’s Transport Strategy independently by the 30 August 2020

RB and DW will circulate a draft representation on the Transport Strategy for steering group members  to comment.
	




Richard B 
David W
	





25th August
	

	6 
	SODC Local Plan Examination in Public (EIP)
DW has circulated HC’s summaries of both the Gladman ‘housing numbers and spatial strategy’ evidence and RBC’s ‘’transport infrastructure’ evidence and has contacted SODC to enquire about the next steps to the Local Plan being adopted.

Updates on the progress of the local plan be found using the following link: http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-2034/local-plan-2034-examinatio
	






Closed
	





	

	7
	Shiplake NDP
HC agreed to prepare and circulate a summary document of Shiplake NDP’s draft policies that are currently subject to examination by SODC. 

Steering group members are asked to familiarise themselves with the policies and consider their appropriateness for E&D NDP.

DB recommended  members of the steering group read the National Planning Policy Framework for strategic background planning information that everyone has to follow and provided the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework

	

Howard C
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	8
	Planning for the Future – White Paper
DB explained that Government had published a white paper to review the current planning process that it considers is “longwinded” and a “hinderance” to achieving targets such as 300,000 new houses a year and revitalising town centres by relaxing use classes and widening permitted development rights. The planning process would be de-localised and controlled more centrally. The White Paper is open for consultation until 29th October. 
DB outlined the key changes that are noted below:
· Cutting down Local Plans to create maps which categorise land into three types; Growth (suitable for substantial development where the equivalent of outline permission will be granted), Renewal (sites suitable for development with a presumption in favour of development and where planning applications will be required or Local Development Orders made), and Protection (where Green Belt, environmental and other heritage restrictions will continue to apply and planning applications will be required).
· Local Plans to be produced, consulted upon, and adopted within 30 months with the expectation that (subject to the necessary legislation) these new Local Plans will be in place by the end of Parliament (May 2024). Future role of Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDPs) is uncertain.
· Housing numbers set nationally, applying a new standard methodology, to achieve the Government’s annual target of 300,000 homes and divided between authority areas
· By front loading outline permission in Growth areas at the Local Plan stage, a change in emphasis on authority’s decision taking on applications and timing for public consultation. A lot of detailed information likely to be required to support a proposed growth allocation in a Local Plan.
· Development management policies set nationally in the NPPF not by Local Plans and NDPs. 
· Digitising the Local Plan and the planning application process by moving from "a process based on documents to a process driven by data and standardised analyses. 
· Creating a new focus on design, with a National Design Code expected in the Autumn and local design codes to guide development secured by Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans.
· Streamlining the Environmental Impact Assessment process now that the UK is exiting the EU. Strategic Environmental Assessments of Local Plans will be abolished and replaced by a sustainable development test.
· There are proposals to abolish s106 agreements and CIL and to replace it with a new nationally set charge based on a proportion of a scheme’s development value on completion. This will fund affordable housing and other local infrastructure.
· Overhauling the Use Classes Order to make high street uses easier to change without a planning application. Revised use classes come into effect on 1 September 2020.
· Significantly expanding the use of permitted development rights to deliver infrastructure and allow up to 2 additional storeys of residential development and rights to allow demolition and rebuilding for residential of vacant commercial, light industrial and residential premises, to come into force on 31 August 2020.
	
	
	

	9
	Press /PR 
CM to contact Phil Simms at the Henley Standard to see if they would run an article  on the emerging NDP and questionnaire findings and consider some content for social media resources.
DW to update the Parish Council’s website.
	

Claire M

David W 
	

Next Meeting

Next Meeting
	

	10
	Future roles and activities 
Nothing to report.
	

	

	

	11
	Next Steps / AOB 
a) DW to to circulate the Bluestone Project Plan.
b) As part of the Community Engagement Strategy for non-residential stakeholders DS is preparing and will circulate a list of businesses in the Parish for members of the steering group to review and comment upon.
c) DS explained that she had met Jeremy Gilmore (chair of Sonning NDP steering group) and had agreed there will be some liaison and collaboration between the two groups as and when appropriate. DW stressed the importance of this particularly with matters relating to the River Thames.
d) DW commented on the quality and concise format of the Stratfield Mortimer NDP that DS circulated during the meeting and asked members to review it.
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	12
	Next Meeting  Thursday 24th September, 5pm via ZOOM. Joining details to be advised.
	NDP SG
	24th September 
	



