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Save the Date!

Our fabulous community asset,
Dunsden Village Hall is once
again staging its very popular
family fireworks event.

The start time is early to suit those
with young families. There's a
fundraising bar serving wine and
Loddon ales and food will be
available. Get your tickets here:
Buytickets.at/dunsden

Flooding
and
Pollution
Event

Greener Henley invites you to
next Big Green Conversation,
“Protecting What We Love -
Tackling Flooding and Pollution in
Henley”, taking place on
Wednesday 26 November 7-
9pm at the Kenton Theatre.

The event brings together leading
experts on flooding and river
pollution, a high-profile rowing
champion, and a local business
leader for a public discussion
focused on practical community
actions we can take in the face of
increasing flood risk and river
pollution in and around the
Henley area.

Parish Heroes!

Congratulations to Laura Hulett and Phil Sherwood from
Sonning Eye, who have received a commendation from
Thames Valley Police. This recognition follows their saving
the life of a young person whose heart stopped whilst in
the Thames. Laura and Phil’s fast and selfless action,
combined with their CPR knowledge, was critical to the
eventual resuscitation and full recovery of the individual.

Phil is Headteacher at Sonning primary school and Laura is
General Manager at Signature’s Caversham care home.
Together they are now putting their their life-saving
experience to good use: Laura is a First Aid trainer and
plans to offer free first aid sessions to locals, and with Phil
she will also be organising sessions for pupils at Sonning
primary and other local schools. Their aim is to equip
children with vital first aid skills.

Neighbourhood Plan close to submission

Our Plan will soon be examined by an expert appointed by
SODC. A full public consultation will then follow.

Got a problem? - get in touch!

If you have a matter for the parish council, please contact us
by phone, email or via our thriving Dunsden, Playhatch and
Sonning Eye WhatsApp groups:_clerk@eyedunsden.org
orcall 01491 412908



http://Buytickets.at/dunsden
mailto:clerk@eyeanddunsden.org

lvy Cottages, Dunsden

In Summer, we published news of a
controversial development in Dunsden, at vy
Cottages. Planning conditions were not
discharged and so no work should have
commenced. The PC and local residents
escalated the issue to SODC and a stop notice
was finally issued on 4 September. It is valid for
56 days (30 October). We are in direct contact
with the SODC Enforcement Officer who is
working with the developer and Thames Water
to ensure the necessary discharge of the
planning conditions.

Tarmac expansion

Amendments to the massive Tarmac planning
application we have been publicising
(MW.0036/24) have been reviewed by the
Environment Agency. Their comprehensive 10
page response echoes a number of concerns
raised by local residents and action groups in
relation to flood risk. The EA has requested the
applicant addresses their modelling concerns
surrounding flood risk. New documents have
recently been posted on the OCC website and
we expect the application to go to committee
early in 2026. Personal attendance is
recommended by all concerned parties.

Crowd Funding for The Mill, Sonning

Regarded by many as a local institution, this
unique entertainment venue is inviting
donations to keep the ‘show on the road’. The
fundraising target is £125,000. Donate here:

www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/
48bd7b87df30d19f9c4dd7e529bd723d

May, 2025

Planned improvements in the Parish

The Parish Council is about to install new
signage to protect Dunsden Green from
damage by parked vehicles.

We are also planning improved fencing at the
Sonning Eye allotments which are regularly
troubled by roaming deer.

Success of Garden Waste Permit Scheme

Six months on from the launch of the new
garden waste permit scheme, over 67,100
permits have been purchased across SODC and
the Vale.

There is good news for permit holders this
month. Residents with a brown bin garden
waste permit can leave out up to four extra
sacks of garden waste per subscription on their
normal collection day between 27 October and
7 November. All garden waste is composted
near Wallingford and reused by local farmers as
a soil conditioner.

People can find out more about the service and
sign-up for a garden waste permit online at:
South Oxfordshire garden waste

Flood Action Week 13-19 October

To receive flood warnings - phone, text or
email https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-
flood-warnings

To check flood risk for the longer term: https://
www.gov.uk/check-long-term-flood-risk

Licensing Consultation: Have Your Say

The council is reviewing its Licensing Act Policy,
which guides how licensing decisions are made
and how premises operate. Small businesses,
such as pubs, can also input any concerns they
have around onerous licensing requirements.
Share your views here:

https://theconversation.southandvale.gov.uk/
legal-and-democratic/licensing-act-policy-
consultation/

Oxford Congestion Charge

On the 10th September OCC's Cabinet
approved the £5 Congestion Charge which is
expected to start Wednesday 29 October.
Residents outside Oxford can apply for 25 free
permits per annum.
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