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Changes to the SODC brown
bin scheme

A new permit system is being
introduced from April 2025.
Without one, unfortunately, your
garden waste will not be
collected. The annual costis £75
and they are now on sale.

Details surrounding this scheme
including FAQ here:
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
south-oxfordshire-district-council/
recycling-rubbish-and waste/
garden-waste/garden-waste-
scheme-changes/

National Covid Day of
Reflection, Sunday, 9 March.

It has been five years since the
pandemic. Dunsden Church is
holding a special service at 11am
on 9 March, when a silence will be
kept. Names of lost ones will be
read out and candles lit... if you
would like a name to be added to
the list, whether or not you are
able to attend, please call 07946
352026 or email
revhwturner@gmail.com.

Scouts in Crisis

Shiplake Scouts (covering
Dunsden and Playhatch) need
volunteers to survive. Could you
lead a hike or teach a skill?
Contact Jemma for more
jemmarenders@gmail.com

Contact

If you have a matter for the parish
council, please contact us by
phone, email or via the WhatsApp
groups:_clerk@eyedunsden.org
orcall 01491 412908
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NEWSLETTER

Caversham Lakes at Sunset

An urgent appeal

Our District and County councils are to dissolve into a
new ‘super authority’. What then for our local voice?
In the future strong Parish councils will be more
important than ever. And yet Eye & Dunsden PC is at
risk. We will soon be two parish councillors short. We
meet for just 90 minutes, ten times a year. Why not
make a real difference and join us?

Neighbourhood Plan

After almost five years work by dedicated volunteers,
official public consultation on our new neighbourhood
plan will be held later this year. We hope it will ensure
development occurs only where local people want it.
After consultation it will be passed to an examiner
appointed by SODC before a final public vote.

Greening our village hall

After the award of a grant from SODC, our village hall is
to benefit from an Air Source Heat Pump. For it to be
fully effective we will need to improve our solar panel
system. It is hoped to combine these improvements
with a re-tiled and better insulated roof. Many of the
current tiles bear the signatures of their donors. Look
out for more village hall news soon, including the
announcement of some exciting shows in the hall.
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Snowdrops Success!

Over 400 people enjoyed Snowdrop Sunday in
Dunsden on 16 February and the event raised
over £1100 towards improvements for the
church. Several visitors commented on how
warm and welcoming the church was. There
was a wide range of entertainments including
two penny-farthing cyclists who gave a talk
about the perils of their pastime. There was
also music and a costumed cavalier and a
beekeeper were in attendance!

Chilterns Boundary Review Consultation

The long-awaited public consultation on the
enlargement of the Chilterns National
Landscape is expected in the Spring 2025. The
parish council has been working on this issue
for almost a decade. Extending the boundary
of the Chilterns to include the landscape along
the river between Reading and Henley would
increase protection of this attractive area. You
are encouraged to make your voice heard.

High Speed Internet

Gigaclear has been upgrading infrastructure
across parts of the parish ready to bring us
Ultrafast Full Fibre Broadband. The PC does
not have influence over the rollout schedule
but we are in close contact with them to
understand the timeframes. Sonning Eye and
most of Playhatch should be fully enabled by
July 2025. Dunsden and the remaining areas
of Playhatch are now tagged for 2026. The PC
has a list of dates by individual parish
postcode. If you would like to see this list, just
let us know. Please note that once the
infrastructure is ready, you will need to speak
to your internet provider to bring the fibre
connection to your individual property. You can
check upgrade statuses here:
www.openreach.com/fibre-checker

Power Supply

Following our 2024 complaint about multiple
power failures in Sonning Eye, SSEN has spent
£370,000 to ensure a resilient power supply on
the High and Extra High voltage network.
Domestic voltage supply is an intermittent
problem that is next to be addressed.

Tarmac quarry expansion

This major expansion is not now expected to
be put before OCC until June at the earliest.
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Water

Surface flooding has long been a serious issue
in Playhatch. Thanks to drainage into the field,
water from the Grabloader site no longer runs
down the road. In addition, the drains are now
jetted four times a year rather than once.
Frustratingly, water from the Dene Close
drainage system is still causing road flooding.
The PC is determined to get to the bottom of
the problem and will be pursuing SODC/OCC.

With both the River Thames and many worked-
out gravel pits in our parish, the PC has a vested
in the health and beauty of our local waterways.
We have added 'Water’ as a fixed item on our
monthly meeting agenda so we can better share
information on the steps being taken to clean
up our waterways. Our MP, Freddie van Mierlo, is
a strong advocator for cleaner waters and more
accountability from the water companies.

Roads

Our roads are getting better. OCC has recently
voted more expenditure on this vital issue. Our
vigilant Highways Superusers are also making a
difference in combination with regular
www.fixmystreet.com reports by residents.
However problems areas remain including
along Kiln Lane where we hope to find a
solution asap.

Third Thames Crossing

Reading is advancing its plans for a new bridge
with park and ride facilities, both to be built in
our parish. Where they will get funding (if not
from enabling development) is not clear.

A group of local parishes including Eye &
Dunsden continue to oppose the idea, although
we are keen to see alternative proposals with
less negative impact for us.

Local Housing Policy

Our district council is seeking your views on
changes to their joint Housing Allocations Policy.
The survey closes on 18 March. Take part:
https://theconversation.southandvale.gov.uk/
housing-and-environment/review-housing-
allocations-policy/

Make our footpaths better

After recent poor weather, many of our
footpaths would benefit from a litter pick. Would
you be prepared to join us one afternoon? If so,
please email Mrs M Sermon at
clerk@eyedunsden.org
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