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Community Spirit!

Formed as a community group in
April this year, the Eye Dunsden
and Playhatch Action Group
(EDAPAG) has proved to be an
effective force, focusing on
flooding, drainage, and planning
issues within the parish.

Professional surveys have enabled
the group to identify the cause of
ongoing flooding at the bottom of
Playhatch. This is an important
finding which, with the hoped for
co-operation of the appropriate
authorities, may lead to a
resolution of the surface water
flooding on the roadway.

Another focus for the group has
been the groundwater flooding
problems in Sonning Eye which
regularly cause road closures and
flooding in houses.

Contact John Goldsmith for more.

The Sonning Eye Action Group
(SEAG), recently assembled to
assess the flood risk presented by
Tarmac's latest additions to their
application for a major expansion
to their quarrying and landfill
activities in the parish.

Tarmac's new submissions to OCC
are partly in response to major
objections raised by the EA and
SEAG earlier this year; however
SEAG and the parish council feel
they are insufficient to address the
flooding issues locally. An
objection has again been lodged.

Contact Nick Marks for more.

The Parish Council is indebted to
those contributing so much time
and energy to these causes.
People power really works! We
still seek one or two new PC
members to for both Dunsden
and Playhatch. Our meetings are
in public and held monthly.
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Tarmac Quarry Expansion
Have your say before 31 August, 2025

In July, Tarmac published amendments to its Oxfordshire
County Council Planning application MW.0036/24

The Parish Council has reviewed the amendments in detail
and continues to oppose the expansion as proposed in its
current form. We invite residents to comment on the plans.

Our primary conclusions as a PC are that:

® There is no need for a blanket extension of the planning
permission expiry date for the current phases, as Tarmac
claims they are on schedule to deliver this on time.

¢ Flood risk in Sonning Eye and Playhatch will increase as the
flood mitigation measures currently proposed are wholly
insufficient. Additionally, the flood modelling that has been
used is out of date and flawed - preventing an accurate
determination of flood risk in the area.

® The development zone is proposed to be within 75 metres
of Sonning Eye homes and the Thames Path. We are
requesting that this be at a minimum 250 metres from
Sonning Eye residential areas and the Thames Path.

* Inert waste continues to be proposed as a means of
restoration. We have multiple concerns surrounding this; it
is not a water compatible use, as required for a Zone 3b
(functional) floodplain, it will block groundwater
conductivity and will risk contamination and pollution.

Full details are on the OCC Planning portal. Public
attendance at the committee meeting in the autumn is
encouraged.
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Punctuating Village Spaces

Village gates will soon be arriving in Playhatch,
highlighting the entrance to the village and
serving as a traffic calming measure.

In Dunsden, new posts will soon protect the
Green from damage to this vital local amenity.

Local History and Culture

It's not often churches get new artworks by
rising contemporary artists. Dunsden is lucky
to have its own example which commemorates
the life of the brilliant, doomed war poet
Wilfred Owen. The church is usually locked, but
you can find out more at an event on Sunday
September 21 at 2.30pm.

Linda Glithro and David Woodward of
owenindunsden.org will give short illustrated
talks followed by an optional walk around the
Dunsden that Owen knew. Refreshments will
be served and donations sought (£5 per
person suggested).

To register your interest in the event, please
email events@owenindunsden.org with an
indication of the number in your party and any
special needs they might have.

Village hall needs your support

Our stunning village hall continues to be
hugely popular for weddings, meetings and
family gatherings of all kinds. We are again
holding our very popular fireworks display this
year. The hall is also the venue for a number of
popular art and exercise classes. This year we
have installed a sophisticated air source heat
pump, replacing an outdated oil-fired boiler.
However a very small number of volunteers are
currently responsible for running the building
and a major appeal is soon to be launched for
vital improvements including a new roof and
better thermal and sound insulation in the
small hall. Can you volunteer to help us realise
our goals? Please contact David Woodward on
marketing@dunsdenvillagehall.org.uk for
more.

Top ten in the UK for nature recovery

South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) is
one of the top ten performing district councils
in the country for its action on climate and
nature recovery, according to the Climate
Emergency UK's 2025 climate action
scorecard. It scored highly for ‘planning and
land use’ (how councils use their planning
powers and their local plans to ensure low
emission new buildings and homes
developments are built to minimise their
impact on the environment).
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Controversial development
underway in Dunsden

Demolition and construction is underway at lvy
Cottages opposite Dunsden Green. However, it
appears planning conditions were not
discharged and work should therefore not have
commenced. A number of breaches have been
reported by local people relating to Health &
Safety, environmental loss, human hygiene and
dust pollution. The PC escalated this issue to
SODC, and requested an immediate Stop
Notice. Due to a lack of response so far by
SODC, the construction work continues. A
group of residents are currently pressing for
legal action.

Marlow Murder Club comes to the Eye!

Filming has been taking place at the French
Horn hotel in Sonning Eye. The programme will
air on the BBC Studio’s commercial outlet

U Streaming in 2026.

Please get in touch!

If you have a matter for the parish council,
please contact us by phone, email or via our
thriving Dunsden, Playhatch and Sonning Eye
WhatsApp groups:_clerk@eyedunsden.org
or call 01491 412908
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