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Boost your well-being!

Dunsden Village Hall offers a
wide range of classes and
activities from gentle yoga to
Pilates, country dancing and art
workshops. Meet new people,
learn new skills and host an event
in this beautiful building. See
dunsdenvillagehall.org.uk for the
latest timetable. We are also
currently seeking a new trustee to
help run the building.

Neighbourhood Plan (NDP)

SODC is currently appointing an
examiner for our Neighbourhood
Plan. He will examine all of the
comments received in the recent
public consultation and decide if
the plan needs to be altered. It
will then be put to public vote in
the parish. Once in place, the plan
will guide the planning process
towards proposals that better suit
the community’s needs. We are all
deeply indebted to the plan’s
team of hard-working volunteers
which is led by John Plumer.

Tarmac planning application

A committee date has yet to be
announced for the controversial
plans by Tarmac to extend its
gravel digging closer to Sonning
Eye and nearer to Shiplake. We
have been pressing for a number
of improvements to the proposals
and would appreciate a good

turnout at the committee meeting.

More on our village What'sApp
groups. If you have not already
joined, please consider doing so.

Snowdrop Sunday 21 Feb

Please drop in to Dunsden church
for tea and cake and much more.

Our Parish Council is Growing!

We are delighted to welcome two new councillors who are
already making a significant difference to our work. We
proudly introduce:

Robert Charman

“Over the last 20 years | have developed a deep appreciation
for the open landscape and its unique position between the
vibrant towns of Henley and Reading. My background in
management, education and coaching enables me to add
additional energy, alternative ideas and a forward-thinking
collaborative mindset to the dedicated team at the Eye &
Dunsden Parish Council. | am passionate about championing
residents' needs, positively shaping future community initiatives
and preserving the character of the place we call home.”

Andrew Green

“I have lived in Dunsden for around 14 years, at two different
addresses, and | enjoy the peace and countryside that this lovely
village offers. | have worked across various fields, primarily in
operational roles in the construction and engineering sectors.
My neighbour served on the Parish Council for many years
before moving away. Knowing | am passionate about Dunsden
and the wider community, he persuaded me to join the Parish
Council. | believe this is a great parish; however, in today’s
world, we need to stand up for the Parish and ourselves, and |
hope to help us do so, no matter how big or small we are.”

Please get in touch!

Contact us by phone, email or via our website which has full
details of our meetings at which you are always welcome:
eyedunsden.org



http://dunsdenvillagehall.org.uk
http://eyedunsden.org

Water, Flooding & Development

Flooding is a primary concern for residents in
Sonning Eye and parts of Playhatch. We
engage regularly with our county councillor
who is our key contact in this area. We also get
good support from our MP Freddie van Mierlo
who is currently championing tougher
regulation for the water industry.

Both share our concerns about flood resilience.
Prompted by the current Tarmac application in
Sonning Eye, our MP wrote a parliamentary
questioned Minister for Water, Emma Hardy
MP, about infilling mineral sites in floodplains.
Her response was deemed unsatisfactory and
is being actively followed-up.

Great contributions are made by our two
community action groups - EDAPAG, led by
John Goldsmith; and SEAG, led by Nick Marks.
They are working closely with the PC to
monitor developments and flooding in the
area and find solutions.

OCC have recently completed some repairs to
the surface water drains in Playhatch. In spite of
the recent heavy rain, water pooling on the
road has been much improved.

Local Infrastructure...some updates

Scottish and Southern Electric (SSEN) has
began work to upgrade the low voltage
network across Sonning Eye. For years,
residents have experienced flickering lights
and small power surges due to old equipment
that is not fit for purpose. The PC initiated
major upgrade works two years ago starting
with the high-voltage network. We are pleased
SSEN is continuing to make these much
needed improvements.

Fibre broadband is coming to our parish via
Gigaclear who have started installing under a
Government sponsored scheme in hard-to-
reach parts of Dunsden. To enable the
Gigaclear fibre supply in Sonning Eye, SSEN
needs to upgrade some of its infrastructure.
We will share updates when available.

Henley Fire & Rescue Service

Our county councillor, Leigh Rawlins, is
campaigning for Henley Fire Station to remain
open. An OCC consultation to service our area
from Reading or Wallingford stations ended
recently. Henley Town Council has opposed the
proposal. https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
more-time-to-help-shape-the-future-of-
oxfordshires-fire-and-rescue-service/#
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Roads and Highways

We are working with OCC

to increase the

effectiveness of speed

controls across the parish.

We have recently met with

an OCC officer to discuss

the possibility of village gates with new speed
warnings in both Playhatch and Sonning Eye.
We are working with OCC to correct the the
speed warning display which is visible when
entering Playhatch from Dunsden.

OCC is currently considering our request for a
20mph limit in Dunsden. Public consultation
should happen this year.

OCC Highways planned to resurface the B478
from Sonning Eye to the Playhatch roundabout
in Spring 2026. The work has now been moved
back to 2027. We are challenging this extended
timeframe.

After one of the worst winters recently for OCC's
roads teams, our Highways defect SuperUsers
have recently successfully got a number of
potholes repaired.

Changes and Booking at HWRCs
(Household Waste & Recycling Centres)

In January, a new booking system was
introduced for all OCC centres. We must now
book every time we visit. Book online or if
unable to apply online, by phone on 01865
519800. Bookings can be made up to two
weeks in advance or up to 30 minutes before a
visit (subject to availability).

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste-and-

recycling/book-recycling-centre-visit

Fun, Fitness and Football!

Rotherfield Walking Football Club is looking to
recruit new members. There is no upper or
lower age limit, nor any requirement to have
played football before “we play for friendliness
rather than competitiveness”.

To learn more, contact Vice-Chair, lan Beale
ian9%9beale@yahoo.co.uk
https://rotherfieldfc.com/team/walking-
football/

Village Hall

Our hall has recently received a grant for a new
cycle rack and noticeboard which amongst
other purposes will be used to promote the
many attractive cycle routes running through the
parish: dunsdenvillagehall.org.uk/environs
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